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LET’S GO OVER THE TOP! 
If gardeners are competitive, you can 

imagine the fun and games at a live auction 

by gardeners and for gardeners scheduled for 

Sunday, May 2 to benefit the NHS Fund for 

Furnishing the Miller Library. The Northwest 

Horticultural Society set a goal in 2001 to raise | 

$200,000 to provide furnishing for the new 

Elisabeth C. Miller Library and we have raised 

$161,000 so far. This auction promises to put 

the fundraising over the top. If you’ve missed 

auctions in the past, make a point of attending 

^what promises to be an evening of fun and hilarity, and all for 

"an excellent cause. 

FIRST THINGS FIRST: FOOD AND DRINK—This year’s 

auction features round tables that seat eight of your dearest 

gardening buddies. Consider purchasing an entire table for 

$475 and splitting the cost with your friends, a savings of 

almost $50. Not only do you get coveted seats together, you 

also get the opportunity for some friendly bidding amongst 

your pals. 
■— MVk 

Don’t miss a night of garden 

hilarity and excitement 

on Sunday, May 2 

LIVE AUCTION—If you’re an experienced 

auction attendee, or maybe an eBay bidder 

wanting to break out into the real thing, the 

live auction promises something for gardeners 

of eveiy budget. Seasoned auctioneer and 

entertainer Jerry Toner will present the live 

auction, so scan your auction brochure 

carefully and stay alert! 

SILENT AUCTION—The silent auctions feature 

affordable items as well as a foolproof way to 

stick to your budget: Your limit is easily identified on the 

auction form. The variety of goodies is tempting, the bidding 

pace relaxed. What a wonderful way to get your Mother’s Day 

shopping done! 

RESERVATIONS—Individual tickets are $65 each or $150 for 

those wishing to be contributing benefactors. Tables of eight 

are $475. Space is limited, so don’t wait. Call (206) 527-1794 

or email nwhort@aol.com. 

FEATURED AUCTION ITEMS 
FOOD AND DRINK, 

SOMETIMES IN THE GARDEN! 

• A case of fine wine, compliments of 

Ralph and Lynn Davis 

• Lunch with artists George little & 

David Lewis in their Bainbridge Island 

sculpture garden 

• Lunch with homeowners Jan and 

Keith Patrick in their Terry Welch- 

designed Bellevue garden 

^ Dinner for two at Sand Point Grill, 

^ Szmania’s and a smattering of other 

great restaurants 

/ 

COVETED GARDEN GOODIES 

• Membership to the Royal Horticultural 

Society 

• A Dan Heims-guided tour of Terra 

Nova Nursery 

• $350 compost tea application 

• Garden art from Garden of Distinction 

• “Foliage Steals the Show” container by 

award-winning designer Tina Dixon 

• Landscape consultation with Keith 

Geller, ASIA 

• Pennsylvania bluestone bench from 

Lakeview Stone & Garden 

FABULOUS PLANTS 

• Fern table a la Nancy Davidson-Short 

• Hakonechloa ‘All Gold’ from 

Briggs Nursery 

• Hepatica collection from the 

Miller Garden 

• Hellebore collection from 

Withey-Price 

• Hydrangea quercifolia ‘Little Honey’ 

from Briggs Nursery 

• Phormium ‘Color Guard’ from Wells 

Medina Nursery 

UniVersIty of Washington 
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TO THE EDITOR 
■ Dear Editor, 

I would like to install a series of fences 

in my topographically challenged garden 

to define boundaries, set apart different 

garden areas, and keep out deer. Of 

course, I want this fence to be attractive 

and affordable. How do I go about 

finding someone to design such a fence? 

Sincerely, 

Ovenvhelmed in Woodinville 

Dear OIW, 

Start with a landscape designer or 

architect with which you share some 

simpatico. You can find designers and 

architects through friends, professional 

directories (e.g., WALP or APLD) or even 

garden magazines. You will end up 

spending more than you would if you 

were to purchase a fence at the local 

DIY center, but the chances are good 

that your custom fence will be both 

functional and fabulous, making it worth 

more than its weight in gold. 

—Editor 

request books that are not currently 

offered for sale? 

Sincerely, 

Bothell Bookworm 

Dear BB, 

That membership discount goes a long 

way on those coffee table references, 

doesn’t it? Hans Mandt, the man in 

charge of Book Corner at the 

Wednesday Evening Lecture series, 

reports that the answer is maybe. Hans 

has been thinking of developing a form 

that would allow NHS members to sign 

up for any books in the Timber Press or 

Dorling Kindersley catalogs. “The catch 

is that we need to order a minimum 

number of books from any publisher in 

order to get a discount (~ 8 to 18 books, 

depending on publisher). This is not a 

problem with Timber, since we buy well 

over their minimum each year,” reports 

Hans. So next time you’re at the Book 

Corner, ask Hans! 

—Editor 

Notes are now posted on the NHS 

website. Thank you! 

Sincerely, 

Devoted Seattle Reader 

Dear DSR, 

This is just one of many improvements 

we’re developing on the web site. Stay 

tuned! And if you’d like to get involved 

with maintaining and developing the 

web site, please email 

editor@northwesthort.org. 

Editor 

■ Dear Editor, 

My copy of the NHS Member Directory 

is dated 2000. Any chance a new 

directory is in the works? 

Sincerely, 

Member from Edmonds 

Dear MFE, 

By the time you read this, Business 

Manager Karin Kravitz will have put the 

finishing touches on the 2004/2005 

membership directory. Enjoy! 

Editor 

■ Dear Editor, 

I love NHS book sales! Is it possible to 

■ Dear Editor, 

I just noticed that back issues of Garden 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

Gail Adams Sharon Burkhart Robert G Hearst Stephen Lamphear Mary Robson 
Janice Anderson Maribeth Capeloto Susan Heller Ron Locke Marguerite Russell 
Janine Anderson Linda T Carlson Peggy Herman Laurie Lyford Karla Schweinfurth 
Julie Anderson Margaret A Cashman Colette Highberger Christina & Brad Mace Dwight Shappell 
Jill Bader Paul & Ellen Marcia Holt Zin Matheny Evelyn Shyers 
Karen Baer Duernberger Katie Honerlah Connie McIntyre Gregorg Smaus 
Janice Barrett Gwen Dunlap Edye Rodgers Hopkins Susan Mehlman Cindy Stockett 
Marilyn Beauregard Maia C Eisen Barbara Huseby MESOGEO Kay Tyllia 
Brian Berard Alyssa Elliott Lisa Irwin Patti Moreno Kim Veilleux 
Peg Boley Cauleen Eshleman Cathy Johnson Janet K Padgett Liz Webber 
Lynn Bonner Judith E Fingar Carolyn Jones Kimberly Penney Melba N Weeks 
Marti Bosma Deborah Fishier Nanci Jones Susan Petersen Susan Elizabeth 
Richard L Bowers Gail Gazda Karen Kaizuka Gregory Peterson Westbrook 
Lorine Brakken Martha Greer Marti Kellogg Kate Poole Nada Kay Wiley 
Doris Brewer Jaye Harrington Kathy King Rizanino Hilo Reyes Donna Young, 
Becky Brown Josie Hazen Linda Kumin Sarah Robertson Earth 1st Inc. 
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NHS MEMBER PROFILE 

BETH EVANS RAMOS 
Melody Hooper 

D 

5 

Four years ago, Beth Evans-Ramos became a self- 

proclaimed hard-core gardener after a visit to 

the Tulip Festival in Skagit Valley. “I bought a 

lilac tree and dug a hole to plant it,” she 

said with a wry laugh, “and I haven’t 

stopped digging holes since then.” But 

what really makes her heart sing these 

days is bringing vintage and recycled 

objects into the garden to combine with 

plants. 

Beth realized how much this aspect of 

gardening appealed to her after opening 

her garden for a tour last summer. Nervous 

about opening to the public, she filled bare 

spots in the younger parts of her garden with 

rusty pieces, candlesticks, pebble mosaics and 

towers made from amber-colored glass lamps. And 

then, just before tour day, a critically placed astilbe died. “I 

found a little blue bench from Goodwill and put a candle¬ 

stick on top of it,” she recalls with amusement, “and 

everybody thought, of course, Ed done it on purpose. You 

can fool people!” 

She already had more confidence in her use of color than 

in her new-fledged horticultural skills, but it wasn’t until she 

heard visitors rave about her colorful garden vignettes that she 

knew she’d found her gardening niche. “When people who 

aren’t my friends complimented me on the garden art and use 

of color, I realized this is the part I like the best.” 

Beth divides her garden into rooms, making it possible to 

develop several distinct color schemes into a full effect. In the 

hydrangea room, for example, more than three-dozen 

different hydrangeas provide enclosure around a small lawn. 

Inside this flowery hideaway two blue Adirondack chairs wait 

for guests. Surrounding beds display hostas and other shade 

plants that mix with groups of blue-painted balls and ceramic 

sculptures, all carefully placed to draw your eye deeper into 

the plantings. Off to one side of the lawn is the room’s piece 

de resistance, a durable mosaic entry-rug Beth made from bits 

of blue and white china she collected. 

Now, along with visiting favorite nurseries, Beth spends her 

days combing thrift stores, salvage yards, and auction houses 

for the raw materials that inspire her work. When I visited 

Beth in her Mill Creek home, she showed me her 

new studio—a generously sized laundry room 

with lots of workspace and storage areas. 

Cupboards hold collections of broken china 

arranged by color, drawers hold neat rows 

of salvaged hardware, and stacks of small 

tables fill a wall. In other places 

throughout the house, Beth organizes 

collections of quirky old furniture, amber 

lamps, dishes, turned wood, and vintage 

tools—all destined to become some sort 

of creation for the garden. 

Beth’s enthusiasm for this sort of 

work is obviously too big for one 

garden. Recently she began a 

garden styling and decorating 

service. “Every garden can benefit 

from the additional dimension of 

artwork, if for no other reason than 

to draw your eye away from the 

lavender that croaked when the 

temperature dropped to nine 

degrees, “ she jokes. “I help others 

discover the colors and art that work in 

their gardens, using their treasures or 

providing garden art created by myself or others.” In yet 

another new business venture, she and a consortium of 

gardening friends will sell original pieces of garden art and 

unusual plants during their upcoming “Second Saturday Sales” 

in Everett. 

Before I left Beth’s home and garden, I asked if she had 

any advice to pass on to the rest of us. Her eyes twinkled 

before answering. “Take chances! Paint that bench chartreuse,” 

she offered, “and don’t plant Euphorbia amygdaloides var. 

rohbiae in the flower beds!” ra 

Beth has been an NHS member for three years. One of her 

early gardening inspirations was a 2002 NHS tour to visit 

gardens in Portland; Lucy Hardiman’s garden towers made 

her jaw drop. To find out more about Beth’s consulting ser¬ 

vice, Garden Graces, or the Second Saturday Sales, contact 

Beth at beth.er@verizon.net. 
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TOMATO CAGES AND 
OTHER STAKING CALAMITIES 

Steve Smith, the Whistling Gardener 

It may seem a bit early in the season 

to be talking about staking plants, but 

once spring decides to start rolling 

there’s no stopping it. Before we know 

it, the delphiniums are five feet tall, the 

sweet peas are all over the place and the 

peonies are in full bloom. One little rain 

storm is all it takes to knock them all to 

the ground and once they are down it 

seems like they will never straighten up 

again. So let’s take the time to review 

some basic staking principles. 

When it comes to staking trees, less is 

best. By that I mean that most newly 

planted trees require only a short (2-3 

feet tall) stake to stabilize the root ball 

during the first season. Whether you 

choose to use one, two or three stakes to 

stabilize your new tree, the trick is to 

allow some movement of the tree. 

Movement is what ultimately gives the 

trunk strength or what we call taper. 

Pieces of hose with wire ran through 

them, old panty hose, plastic interlocking 

chain or green vinyl tape will all work 

just fine to secure the tree to the stake(s). 

After a few months you should be able 

to loosen the ties up just a bit and after 

one season you really should remove the 

ties and stakes all together. Be sure to 

monitor your ties monthly so they don’t 

end up girdling your young tree. Even 

stretchy materials like plastic can constrict 

growth in just one season. 

Growing perennials, vines and 

vegetables is where the fine art of staking 

is really honed. The goal in staking is to 

hold a plant in the vertical position while 

not drawing attention to the staking 

system. There is nothing uglier to me 

than a regal clump of delphiniums in full 

bloom surrounded by a monstrous 

Vigorous climbers such as 

wisteria are best supported by 

steel supports, not wood. 

collage of mismatched sticks 

and twine. It is so distracting 

and disrespectful to this noble 

perennial to have to keep company with 

such riff-raff. Fortunately, there are 

alternatives to this “corralling” type of 

staking. 

When staking tall growing perennials 

it is best to try and stake individual 

stems with a single stake. Green colored 

wood, metal, or heavy duty plastic 

works and looks the best. Sometimes, 

even 3 foot lengths of green bamboo 

attached to a stem in a “splint” fashion is 

all that is needed to give enough extra 

strength to a stem. If you must surround 

stems with a series of stakes then at least 

use the green vinyl-coated ones and tie 

them with green-tinted jute. As you go 

around the stems with the jute, wrap a 

loop of jute around every third or 

fourth stem. This will keep the stems 

naturally spaced and allow the whole 

clump to move in the wind 

gracefully. 

Manufacturers have come up with 

some wonderful staking systems to 

help us with these tall but wobbly 

plants. Link stakes are designed to 

connect to each other without the 

need of any ties. Each “L” shaped 

staked links up to 

the next and can be 

expanded or 

contracted 

depending on the 

size of the clump. 

Grow-Through 

Rings look like 

barbeque grills on 

legs and are 

designed to set over 

the top of a clump 

of stems before they 

get too tall. As the 

stems grow they are supported by the 

grill. “Y” Stakes are another recent 

invention that allows you to unobtru¬ 

sively tie up individual stems or small 

clumps of stems. Unfortunately, for some 

reason they have always reminded me of 

divining rods. 

The opposite of trying to hide our 

stakes is to feature them instead. By 

using attractive supporting devices we 

can actually have them compliment our 

plants. Wood and metal obelisks are a 

classic example. Spiral stakes that look 

like giant cork screws erupting out of 

the soil are another. Arbors, gazebos, 

fences and trellises are all types of 

support systems that can be employed to 

Handcrafted 

peony support 
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STAKES AND SUPPORTS: 
A GALLERY OF OPTIONS 

hold up our lazy plants. The big 

difference here is that the plants are 

playing second fiddle to the support 

system, and that’s fine as long as that 

is your intention. 

Finally, we come to the exasper¬ 

ating tomato cage. This has got to be 

the dumbest staking device that was 

ever created. In the first place, it was 

built upside down. Instead of wide at 

the top and narrow at the bottom, it 

should be just the opposite. Even 

when you poke it into the ground, the 

damn thing will barely stay upright. 

And about the time that your tomatoes 

are heavy-laden with fruit you will find 

the infamous tomato cage listing to 

ne side and finally in a horizontal 

position when you need it the most. 

Useless, that’s what it is. The folding 

square-shaped ones are an 

improvement but still barely strong 

enough to hold up my robust tomato 

vines in September. So this year I have 

purchased the ultimate tomato cage. 

For $36.99 it is an engineering marvel. 

Painted a pleasing green, it consists of 

three heavy-duty steel panels about 

five feet tall that fold together to form 

a triangular column through which my 

tomatoes will clamor to the top and 

never fall out. As for the old cages, I 

plan on taking them out to the street 

and running over them repeatedly 

with my three-quarter ton, four-wheel 

drive pickup until they are no long 

recognizable. ISI 

Roses growing on rope swags at the 

Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden 

in North Carolina 

Climbing roses growing on steel supports 

at Kathryn Gustafson’s 

Jardin de Vmaginaire in France 

Steve Smith is owner of Sunnyside 

Nursery in Marysville and can be 

\reached at (425) 334-2002 or by email 

at sunnysidenurseryj@msn.com 

Fruit espalier planted 6" away from the 

adjacent building at Ladeu> Topiary 

Garden in Maryland. This allows for better 

air movement around the plant, as well as 

access to the outbuilding for maintenance. 

A well-constructed wire support system 

at Parc Floral des Moutiers in France 

will ensure this fruit espalier's 

long-term success. 
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THE DUNN GARDEN 
4 

Susan B. Swanson 

Among the ever-growing urban life in 

Seattle you'll find a small, historical piece 

of our city that serves as a hidden retreat 

tucked away in the trees. The Dunn 

Garden is located in what is now known 

as the Broadview neighborhood. Ten 

acres of sloping property with stunning 

views of Puget Sound were purchased 

by Arthur Dunn in 1914. The following 

year, Mr. Dunn asked the renowned 

landscape designers, the Olmsted 

Brothers of Brookline Massachusetts, to 

develop a plan for a family cottage 

retreat. Seattle’s architectural firm of 

Bebb and Gould designed the cottage 

and together with the Olmsted Brothers 

plan, it became the family retreat until 

Arthur’s death in 1945. 

In 1947, the cottage It became the 

residence of Arthur and Jeannette 

Dunn’s second child Edward. Edward 

Dunn created and tended the renowned 

woodland garden until his death in 1991. 

In 1997, the landscape team of Glenn 

Withey and Charles Price took on the 

ardent task of preserving and 

maintaining the grounds in order to 

keep alive the Dunn family’s appreci¬ 

ation of how special it is and how 

important it is to give back to the public. 

Arriving there in late winter, I feared I 

was too early to see the beauty of the 

garden. I was wrong. The garden 

changes as the seasons change, as Glenn 

and Charles work to create minor effects 

throughout the year. “Each month 

something is happening to enjoy,” Glenn 

said. “In April, the rhododendrons bloom 

with an Easter egg effect of spectacular 

colors. In the winter months, the natural 

forms of the trees are showcased. In the 

summer, the moss garden is quiet with 

the foliage of hostas.” 

In the last week of January, the 

The Dunn Garden is open to the public 

by appointment only during 

specific times of the year. 

To learn more about the garden, visit their 

website at www.dunngardens.org. 

Cyclamen coum raise their heads of 

brilliant color above patches of silvery- 

green leaves while the snowdrops 

(Galantbus nivalis) are just about to 

open. The delicate blooms of the dog 

tooth violet (Erythronium revolutum) are 

followed by the numerous species of 

trilliums that Ed had collected over the 

decades. Seven to eight thousand Crocus 

tommasinanus dot the lawn lavender. As 

visitors walk through the woodland 

garden, the large white flowers of 

Helleborus niger catch their eye, along 

with the bright yellow blooms of 

Mahonia x media ‘Charity’, which 

provides nectar for Anna’s hummingbird. 

Hallmarks of Olmsted Brother design 

remain. The circulation paths and 

angular views are generally the same. 

Glenn reminded me that it is not 

possible to turn back the garden to the 

way it was for Arthur Dunn and his 

family when they used the garden as a 

summer retreat. When Arthur passed 

away, the original house was removed 

and three were built on the property. 

That in itself, along with opening the 

garden to the public, created the most 

drastic changes. 

The Dunn Garden is a reminder that 

gardening is a piece of art that changes 

every year and every season. It evolves 

from one shape, form and palette of 

colors to another as it passes through 

each generation. The property was 

logged in 1890 with a few Douglas firs 

left to frame the view of the Sound and 

the Olympics. At the time, there was 

enough open space for the sun to beat 

down on lilacs and other sun-loving 

shrubs and perennials. In 2004, the once 

small trees such as Magnolia acumenata 

and those few Douglas firs have shaded 

out anything that requires the full sun. In 

fact, that once juvenile magnolia is now 

the largest in the state. 

At one time last summer, Glenn and 

Charles feared that a fifty-year-old King 

George loderi rhododendron would have 

to be removed due to severe powdery 

mildew. However, this winter, a 

neighboring oak became covered in ice 

and broke apart, causing them to remove 1 

the oak and alleviate the powdery - 

mildew climate. They are hoping that 

nature corrected its own problem. 

Another challenge occurred in the 

western woodland walk, where severe 

cases of powdery mildew resulted in the 

removal of many of Ed’s beloved 

rhododendrons. Glenn and Charles work 

to put back the natural groupings of 

plants and cany on Ed’s traditions while 

still maintaining the overall health of the 

garden. And some of the cutting-edge 

plant materials that the Olmsted Brothers 

used are now considered inappropriate 

and/or noxious weeds. “Scotch broom 

was thought of as a novel thing back 

then,” Glenn commented with a smile. 

“It’s a never-ending process,” Glenn 

continued. When asked why they 

decided to take on the project, he 

remarked, “We want to do something 

that’s interesting, desirable and fun for 

the public, to give people something 

beautiful to look at.” Q 
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WHERE DO YOU NOT 
WANT TO GO TODAY? 

t> 

As you can imagine, the Garden 

Curmudgeon prefers to keep a low 

profile. She is not a joiner. She is, 

however, tuned in to all things garden, 

for that is both her vocation and her 

curse. Every year, just after the flower 

and garden show winds down, the lists 

of garden-related classes, events, teas, 

parties, functions, exhibits, lectures, 

symposiums and seminars start filling her 

mailbox. Simply keeping track of the 

events isn’t enough: She must wade 

through them all, like a bag of Jelly 

Bellys half full of her least favorite flavor, 

in order to find the events that really 

float her boat. 

How to choose? Starting with March 

6, you had your choice of “Rose Pruning 

and Care” at the Magnolia Garden 

Center, “Tips for New Gardeners” at 

Emery’s Garden, and “Edible 

Ornamentals” at Sky (to name but a few 

events that day). If, on the off chance, 

none of these appealed, you could get 

on a plane and head south to the San 

Diego Spring Home/Garden Show 

held in Del Mar. Sure, it’d be 

crowded, but at least it’d be sunny 

and crowded. 

The following Saturday, March 

13, presented the best argument 

for human cloning yet to grace 

these pages (and the first?). 

Starting at 9:30 in the morning, 

Clone A had to be at the 

Molbaks seminar while Clone B 

learned to prune pines at the 

Graham Visitor’s Center with 

fabulous pruning artist Barb Engram. 

At 10 a.m., Clone A attended “Early 

Season Pruning Tips” at Emery’s, 

but Clone B had to hop a ferry to 

The Garden Curmudgeon 

make her 11 a.m. date at Bainbridge 

Gardens. Meanwhile, at 11 a.m., Clone A 

attended “Spring Bulbs for Summer 

Beauty” at Sky Nursery. The clones had 

lunch and a quick reconnoiter before 

heading back to Sky Nursery for their 

Cedar Grove Compost primer. 

Other scary calendar dates for 

Northwest gardeners are the dreaded 

Heronswood opens. The Kingston and 

Bainbridge ferries weigh down like my 

tomcat in the kitchen at Thanksgiving. 

Wealthy older women scaitinize their 

Heronswood catalogs and trash talk 

lesser gardens, all the while hoping to 

connect with Dan Hinkley and invite 

him to supper. Because you know that 

guy is starving for company. Why do 

you think he collects plants in Nepal 

and Tibet? 

Parking at Heronswood on open days 

is strictly controlled; otherwise cars 

would pile on top of each other 

(politely, of course, in a passive 

aggressive Noiwegian 

kind of way). What 

nobody seems to 

realize is that 

Heronswood 

Nurseiy, while 

world-class, is not 

inaccessible on 

other days of the 

year! The Heronswood 

catalog reads: “The 

nursery is open by 

appointment 

only... We are only 

open for on-site 

shopping by 

appointment 

through mid- 

February, and then a limited number of 

days beginning in early March through 

mid-May. At other times of the year we 

can schedule your visit to begin between 

9:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. Monday through 

Friday, with few exceptions.” 

The scariest month of all is April. 

Now, we know that it’s going to be cold 

and wet well into the end of May (June, 

even!), but still we have plant sales in 

April, and all of them must occur at 

exactly the same time! April 17 and 18 

mark the Master Gardener Plant Sale and 

Garden Fair at CUH, which just happens 

to coincide with the NPA plant sale at 

Sandpoint. The following weekend, April 

24 and 25, FlorAbundance—a fancy 

marketing term for pricey pretties we’ll 

probably kill before the 4th of July— 

takes place, also at Sandpoint, and 

fortunately the only plant sale that 

weekend. 

As she writes this in March, the 

Garden Curmudgeon is positively 

exhausted and she hasn’t even gardened 

yet. The garden show ended last month 

and here we are fussing about our 

calendars well into summer. Yes, I know 

we’re fortunate to live in such a garden- 

friendly place. And yes, I know we’re 

fortunate to have such world-class 

educators living amongst us. But I’m 

curious: When does anyone have time to 

garden? I presented this question to the 

Original Garden Curmudgeon, and as 

always, he had the perfect one-liner. “We 

go to these events, my dear, so that we 

don’t HAVE to garden. S 

The Garden Curmudgeon is an 

NHS member that ivishes to remain 

anonymous. 
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DATE, DAY & TIME 

NHS CALENDAR 
EVENT NAME FEATURED SPEAKER TYPE OF EVENT ' 

April 14 (Wed) 
6:45 p.m. Reception 
7:15 p.m. Lecture 

More Coals for Newcastle: 
Continuing Introductions 
of New Plants for North 
American Gardens 

Todd Lasseigne Slides & Lecture 

April 22 (Thurs) 
6:30 p.m. Reception 
7:15 p.m. Lecture 

Jewel Box Garden Thomas Hobbs Slides & Lecture 

May 2 (Sun) 
4:00-8:00 Over the Tc 

1 

May 12 (Wed) 
6:45 p.m. Reception 
7:15 p.m. Lecture 

Art, Nature and 
Landscape Character 

Patrick Chasse Slides & Lecture 

June 4 (Fri) 
1:00-6:30 
June 5 (Sat) 
10:00-2:00 

Hardy Fern Foundatici 

June 4 (Fri) 
7:30 p.m. Lecture 

Ferns & Companion Plants 
for Woodland Settings 

Glenn Withey & Charles Price 
Co-curators of the Ed Dunn Garden 

Slides & Lecture ^ j 

June 9 (Wed) 
6:45 p.m. Reception 
7:15 p.m. Lecture 

Event Planning & 
Floral Design: 
An Art Form 

Renny Reynolds Slides & Lecture 

!. 
September 10 (Fri) 
1:00-6:30 
September 11 (Sat) 
9:00-2:00 

NHS ANNUA 

September 25 
(Saturday) 
8:30-11:30 a.m. 

FALL SYMPOSIUM: 
Cultivating the W ell 
Designed Mixed Border 

Tracy DiSabato-Aust Fall Symposium: 
Two 75-minute lectur 
with Slides and Q & A 

October 13 (Wed) 
6:45 p.m. Reception 
7:15 p.m. Lecture 

Hellebores for the 
NW Garden 

John Massey Slides & Lecture 

November 10 (Wed) 
6:45 p.m. Reception 
7:15 p.m. Lecture 

The Garden in 
Autumn & Winter 

Jim Fox Slides & Lecture 

0' 

Elisabeth C. Miller Library will be open from 5: ( 
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HELLO PLANT SALE VOLUNTEERS 
We are calling out to our past, current and wannabe Plant Sale Volunteers! 

We are rounding out the NHS Plant Sale Committee so that no one person is overly burdened! 

We need plant enthusiasts who want to have some fun with us at a couple of prep meetings (April 12, 2004 

and one in mid-summer) so that our Plant Sale this year on September 10 and 11 is the best ever! 

FIRST MEETING: 

APRIL 12, 2004 7:00 PM 
Home of Joanne Quinn—1817 Fourth Ave. N. 

(Second House South of Howe on Queen Anne) 

If you are interested in assisting us with the Plant Sale in one of these key positions, 

please contact Joanne Quinn at jtquinnlO@hotmail.com or call 206/285-5045. 

What this really means is minimal time on your part (only two prep meetings and a day or two at the sale), 

lots of fun, and the satisfaction of keeping NHS a strong and successful organization educating 

and benefiting both amateur and professional plant folk alike. 

\ WE NEED: 

k 2 Lead Cashiers (1 for September 10; 1 for September 11) to assist NHS staff, Karin Kravitz in smooth 

operation of cashier tent. 

k 1 Grower’s/Vendor’s Assistant to help Anita Dunn with tasks involving the layout of tables and coordination 

of the growers and vendors. 

k l Cash-Out Assistant to help Anita Dunn and Karin Kravitz at the end of the sale to tally sales and pay 

growers and vendors their share for what was sold. 

k 1 Parking Assistant to help Judy Massong coordinate smooth operation of parking activities. 

k 1 Sign Preparation Assistant to help Joanne Quinn and Theresa Malmanger organize existing signs and order 

new signs as needed. 

k 1 Sign Set Out Assistant to help Joanne Quinn and Theresa Malmanger set out signs and pick up signs at 

beginning and end of sale so that our customers find parking easily and get to and from the sale happily. 

k 1 Member Plant Donations Assistant to help Renee Montgelas organize and ensure smooth operation of the 

member donations table at the sale. 

k 1 Lead Book Seller to coordinate book sales and book sale volunteers during the sale. 

k 1 Publicity Assistant to help promote the plant sale with members and the media. 

CONTACT JOANNE QUINN TODAY! THANK YOU!! 



NORTHWEST HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY ~ SPRING 2004 

2004 SPRING &. SUMMER CLASSES 
Watch our website for upcoming classes and events: www.northwesthort.org , 

» 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 26, 10:00 A.M. - 12:00 P.M. 

WOODLAND UNDERSTORY 
WITH CAROLYN JONES 

Enjoy a visit to the Miller Garden in May with Carolyn Jones, 

Curator and Director of the Elisabeth C. Miller Botanical 

Garden. She will show us how Elisabeth Miller's approach to 

her West Coast woodland was creative, evocative, and became 

her hallmark. Learn how shrubs and perennials are used to 

enliven the forest floor. 

Location: Miller Botanical Garden / Shoreline 

Fee: Members: $25.00 / Non-members: $35.00 / Limit: 15 

All proceeds from classes given in the Elisabeth C. Miller Botanical Garden 

benefit NHS and not the Miller Garden. 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 14, 10:00 A.M. - 4:00 P.M. 

TOUR OF BAINBRIDGE 
GARDENS, HOMES NURSERIES 

The morning of your day on Bainbridge will begin at 10:00 at a 

nursery. The tour will include two nurseries, two private homes 

and gardens and enjoy lunch in the garden of Ginny Brewer. 

The nurseries we will visit will be the exciting tropical and | 

Meditenanean plant nursery, Mesogeo, and the charming retail' 

nursery, Bay Hay & Feed. We will visit two beautiful but entirely 

different homes and gardens. One home is a wonderfully 

restored historic home with a garden that includes a serene gold 

garden and inviting garden retreat house. The other Ls a newer 

house and garden that features a dramatic waterfall with a 

viewing platform and magnificent colorful borders. 

Location: Bainbridge Island 

Fee: Members: $45.00 / Non-members: $65.00 / Limit: 50 

(Two groups of 25) 

Reservations Necessary: Call (206) 527-1794 or email nwhort@aol.com 

Please register me for the following classes: 

Member Non-member Method of payment: 

Rhododendrons 4-17 □ Visa □ MasterCard $ 

Early Stages 4-28 

Understory 5-26 

Bainbridge Tour 7-14 

Account # 

Expiration Date / 

Signature: 

Phone: 

Name E-mail: 

Mail to: 

Address Northwest Horticultural Society 

PO Box 4597, Rolling Bay, WA 98061-4597 

City State Zip 

SATURDAY, APRIL 17, 1:00 P.M. - 3:00 P.M. 

RHODODENDRONS 
WITH RICK PETERSEN 

AND RICHIE STEFFEN 

See what rhododendrons were meant to be. Rick Peterson, 

Co-executive Director of the Rhododendron Species Botanical 

Garden, and Richie Steffen, Coordinator of Horticulture for the 

Elisabeth C. Miller Botanical Garden, will show you plants 

you would never suspect were rhododendrons and teach you 

how to care for these amazing plants. This is a great 

opportunity to see the hidden plant treasures of the 

Rhododendron Species Botanical Garden. 

Location: Rhododendron Species Foundation 

Federal Way 

Fee: Members: $25.00 / Non-members: $35.00 / Limit: 15 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 28, 1:00 P.M. - 3:00 P.M. 

HOW CAN YOUR GARDEN 
LOOK FULL IN ITS EARLY STAGES 

WITH TERRI STANLEY 

Terri Stanley, owner of Mesogeo, a nursery specializing in 

Mediterranean and tropical plants for the Pacific Northwest, 

will tell us how to plan a garden that will look full and 

pleasing in its early stages (8 months, 2 years and 5 years). 

Terri will share with us the ideas she has developed to 

answer the many requests she receives for low maintenance, 

colorful, fast growing gardens. 

Location: Rountree Garden / Bellevue 

Fee: Members: $25.00 / Non-members: $35.00 / Limit: 15 



F EVENTS 2004 
MEMBER / 

. piption NON LOCATION 

toutnt director of the J.C. Raulston Arboretum at N.C. State University in Raleigh, 
Todd Lasseigne is passionately involved in the development of a world-class 

Iscape featuring ornamental plants for the Southern garden. He will discuss 
its originating from worldwide sources as they are evaluated at the arboretum. 

$5/$10 NHS Hall 
Center for Urban Horticulture 
3501 NE 4lst, Seattle 

v did Tom come up with the idea for The Jewel Box Garden after the amazing 
cess of Shocking Beauty (published in 2000)? The concept of a “jewel box” 
d with precious plants rather than precious gems took hold. Tom commis- 
led Seattle photographer David McDonald to visit gardens around the country 
umenting the ideas he wanted to share in the new book. The Jewel Box 
den reflects Tom’s journey as a plantsman. 

$15/$20 
SOLD OUT 

NHS Hall 
Center for Urban Horticulture 
3501 NE 4lst, Seattle 

SNUAL GARDEN AUCTION 
$65 
RESERVATIONS 
REQUIRED 

Center for Urban Horticulture 
3501 NE 4lst, Seattle 

*ick Chasse, a Maine-born landscape architect who lectures at Harvard 
versity and the New York Botanical Garden, will help us analyze regional 
Iscape character, encouraging us to find the best ways to compatibly integrate 
designed landscapes with our local landscape environment. He is one of 
international designers profiled in Page Dickey’s book, Breaking Ground. 

$5/$10 NHS Hall 
Center for Urban Horticulture 
3501 NE 4lst, Seattle 

VNUAL FERN FESTIVAL 
FREE Center for Urban Horticulture 

3501 NE 4lst, Seattle 

<rdy Fern Foundation presents the remarkable team of Charles Price and 
ill Withey, nationally renowned garden designers, discussing the building of 
oodland garden. Prepare for a night of great slides and learn from the 
eriences of these designers extraordinaire. 

$7 NHS Hall 
Center for Urban Horticulture 
3501 NE 4lst, Seattle 

lior of Tide Art of the Party: Design Ideas for Successful Entertaining, Renny 
nolds is a popular New York floral designer who has designed more than 2,500 
tits for the who's who of America. Learn how to achieve the truly glamorous! 

$5/$10 NHS Hall 
Center for Urban Horticulture 
3501 NE 4lst, Seattle 

ULL PLANT SALE 
FREE Center for Urban Horticulture 

3501 NE 4lst, Seattle 

author of Timber Books’ all-time bestseller, Tide Well-Tended Perennial 
den, Tracy DiSabato-Aust will discuss methods of pruning and shaping 
ennials, producing more flowers, lush new growth, discouraging pests, 
gering bloom times and maintaining vigorous health in the perennial border. 

$35/$45 
RESERVATIONS 
REQUIRED 

Museum of History 
& Industry 
2700-24th East, Seattle 

nticipation of hellebore season, John Massey of UK’s Ashwood Nurseries will 
ght us with his insights about cultivating, growing, and designing with 
ebores. He brings a wealth of experience and ardor for the genus Helleborus 
the popular Ashwood Garden Hybrids. 

$5/$10 NHS Hall 
Center for Urban Horticulture 
3501 NE 4lst, Seattle 

Fox is a plantsman and inquisitive gardener whose knowledge of cold-season 
iening is rooted in his Alaska upbringing. He works at Wells Medina Nursery 
is the Northwest Flower & Garden Show’s seminar coordinator. Hear how he 

v makes the most of autumn and winter gardening—and see these seasons 
l a different perspective. 

9 

$5/$10 NHS Hall 
Center for Urban Horticulture 
3501 NE 4lst, Seattle 

- 7:15 PM BEFORE THE WEDNESDAY EVENING LECTURES. 
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SPRING LECTURES INSPIRE GREAT GARDENS 

April Preview 

TODD LASSEIGNE 
MORE COALS FOR NEWCASTLE: 
CONTINUING INTRODUCTIONS 

OF NEW PLANTS FOR 
N. AMERICAN GARDENS 

Wednesday, April 14, Center for Urban Horticulture 

53* 

sp' 
U-sU 

MS Mb w M m h 
b 4UJli * 

Assistant director of the J.C. Raulston 

Arboretum at N.C. State University in 

Raleigh, Todd Lasseigne is passion¬ 

ately involved in the development 

of a world-class landscape 

featuring ornamental plants for the 

Southern garden. He will discuss 

plants originating from worldwide 

sources—as they are evaluated at the 

arboretum—and introduce NHS to a 

delightful lineup of garden-worthy plants. 

The 1990s saw the mantra of “new plants” become a 

commonality throughout all sectors of the nursery industiy 

and gardening community. Today, continuing introductions 

of new plants are driving further growth—and feeding 

consumer desires for unique and exciting plants in U.S. and 

international retail markets. From intense selection and 

breeding programs by European and U.S. nurseries and 

university horticulture programs to the vast assemblages of 

new materials awaiting U.S. markets from Japanese 

nurseries, to new ‘germplasm’ introduced from direct collec¬ 

tions in the wild—both here and abroad—the “new plant 

pipeline” flows unabated. 

Join Todd as he discusses plants originating from these 

worldwide sources, as they are assembled and evaluated at 

the J.C. Raulston Arboretum, and distributed to the nursery 

industry and gardening public. 

‘ 4 May Preview 
* 

PATRICK CHASSE, 
ASLA 

ART, NATURE AND LANDSCAPE 
CHARACTER 

Wednesday, May 12, Center for Urban Horticulture 

‘Our local landscape environment is 

often taken for granted—until it 

undergoes some jolting change,” 

says Maine-born landscape architect 

Patrick Chasse. “The combination 

of geology and plant communities, 

with the overlay of cultural 

landscape, forms the defining 

character of our living environment, 

with the cultural ‘inlays’ as comple¬ 

mentary—or conflicting—modifiers.” 

Patrick brings this compelling perspective to his NHS { 

lecture in which he'll examine regional landscape character, 

encouraging us to find the best ways to compatibly integrate 

our designed landscapes with our local environment. 

After undergraduate studies in biology and graduate 

studies in design, botany and environmental education, 

Patrick earned a Master of Landscape Architecture from 

Harvard Graduate School of Design. He maintains an active 

design practice, specializing in historic landscapes, 

reconstruction of natural plant communities and design of 

new gardens, from Mt. Desert Island, Maine, to Istanbul. 

One of ten international landscape designers profiled in 

Page Dickey’s book, Breaking Ground 0997), Patrick was 

also featured in Denise Otis’s new book, Grounds for 

Pleasure: Four Centuries of the American Gardens (2002). 

A New York country landscape garden that he designed was 

featured in the 100th Anniversary issue of House and 

Garden (October 2001). 

Patrick is intimately involved in the preservation efforts to 

save the last home and garden of the landscape gardener 

Beatrix Farrand. You can read more about the project at 

www. members. aol. com/ SaveGarlandFarm. 

I 

All lectures are held at NHS Hall, Center for Urban Horticulture, 3501 NE 4lst St., Seattle. Fee is $5 for NHS members, $10 for guests. 

All lectures begin with a 6:45 reception, followed by the lecture at 7:15. 
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By Debra Prinzing 

THANKS TO OUR PATRONS 

June Preview 

RENNY REYNOLDS 
DESIGN FOR ENTERTAINING: 

THE ART OF THE PARTY 
Wednesday, June 9, Center for Urban Horticulture 

Based on Park Avenue in NYC, Renny 

and Reed has single-handedly turned 

event and floral design into an 

internationally recognized art form. 

Whether it’s a flawless flower 

arrangement, the perfect setting for 

your next event or party or the 

wedding of your dreams, Renny and 

Reed makes it all come true. 

Lifestyle and entertaining expert Renny 

Reynolds has designed more than 2,500 events for America’s 

elite. His training as a landscape architect led to the creation 

his highly successful party-design firm, which has been 

^•featured in House and Garden, Bon Appetit, House 

Beautiful, and other publications. In 2003, Renny asked his 

nephew and godson, Reed Mcllvaine, to join him in the 

business. Reed brings a marketing and production 

background to the partnership. 

Renny’s bestselling book, The Art of the Party, (Gibbs 

Smith Publisher, 2003), has been called the party expert’s 

bible. The book features strategies for lighting to make any 

room warm and welcoming; ways to ornament dance floors 

and diner tables for maximum appeal; organizational 

techniques for colorful and textural flower arrangements; 

and ideas to make a large party feel intimate for everyone. 

Renny will share with us his secrets to successful event 

planning, creative party concepts and floral design from the 

garden. His wealth of experience and creative talent will not 

only instruct and inspire us, it will also give us a new 

confidence for throwing the next party! 

Copies of The Art of the Party will be available for 

purchase and a book signing will follow Renny’s lecture. B 

The educational series would not be possible without the 

tremendous support of our wonderful patrons. 

Their generosity enables NHS to provide a world-class 

educational program for Northwest gardeners. 

Thank you, patrons! 

Nancy Alvord 

Phoebe Andrew 

Alison S. Andrews 

Barbara Asmervig 

Karen Babbitt 

Douglas Bayley 

Charlotte L. Behnke 

Suzette & Jim Birrell 

Susan Bogert 

Virginia Brewer 

Robyn Cannon 

Barbara S. Carman 

Michael J. & Gail Coie 

Barbara L. Crutcher 

Susan Cruver 

Connie Cummings 

James C. Dawson 

Craig Delphy 

Tanya Demarsh-Dodson 

Tina Dixon 

Phyllis Dukes 

Anita Dunn 

Mrs. Phil Duryee 

Dominique Emerson 

Cindy Fairbrook 

Carolyn Fisher 

Betsy Fitzgerald 

Kirsten Fitzgerald 

Kathy Fries 

Jane B. Gamble 

Peter V. Gammarano Jr. 

Greg Graves 

Mrs. Joshua Green HI 

Susan Harrison 

Richard W. Hartlage 

Nancy Heckler 

Deborah Heg 

Heronswood Nursery 

Barbara D. Himmelman 

Jocelyn C. Horder 

Darlene & Dan Huntington 

Otis D. Hyde 

Ilga Jansons & 
Michael Dryfoos 

JoanJevnikar 

Cynthia B. Johnson 

Teri Jones 

Kemper/Iversen Ltd 

Jean P. Koskie 

Karin Kravitz 

Susan Latter 

Julie Lawrence 

Jeanne Marie Lee 

Dorothy Lennard 

Sue & John Lewicki 

Barbara Lycett 

Theresa Malmanger 

Stuart & Martyna Mandel 

Hans Mandt 

James K. Marshall 

Judy Massong 

Gillian Mathews 

McComb Road Nursery 

Kathy Meislahn 

Laina & Egon Molbak 

Ciscoe Morris 

Ann Neel 

John & Lee Neff 

Catherine H. Parker 

Chitra Parpia 

Peg Pearson 

Rose Peck 

Maryann & 

Charles Pember 

Linda Plato 

Dinny Poison 

Ed Poquette 

Debra Prinzing 

Joanne Quinn 

Ravenna Gardens 

Pat Riehl 

JoAnne Rosen 

Nita Jo Rountree 

Liz and Scot Sanborn 

Gale Schwarb 

Richie Steffen 

Philip & Susan Stoller 

Tricia Tadie 

Terri Tarver 

Carolyn C. Temple 

Joanne Titus Thompson 

Nancy Utter 

Dolly Vinal-Urban Retreats 

Ralene Walls 

Linda Waltie 

Marie Weiler 

Joanne White 

Carolyn Whittlesey 

Madeleine Wilde 

Sherri Wilson 

Shirley Wilson 

Glenn Withey 

& Charles Price 

John A. Wott PhD 

Glen B. Youell 

Remember, you receive free admission to three Wednesday evening 

lectures with your annual NHS membership! 
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A CONVERSATION WITH THOMAS HOBBS 
(I 

Debra Prinzing1 

Vancouver, B.C.-based plantsman, 

designer and author of the acclaimed 

bestseller Shocking Beauty, Thomas 

Hobbs will speak on April 22nd to the 

Northwest Horticultural Society about 

his new book, The Jewel Box Garden 

(Timber Press, 2004). 

I recently visited Tom at Southlands 

Nursery, the exquisite Vancouver-based 

horticultural emporium of plants and 

garden ornaments that he owns with 

partner Brent Beattie. Even in the early 

spring, when woody and herbaceous 

plants alike are just waking up, the 

nursery is an opulent portrait of new 

textures and every shade of green. 

True to his floral design roots, Tom 

has adorned the nursery’s many plant 

tables with urns of cut branches— 

Dowering plum, pussy willow, curly 

willow, magnolia and forsythia decorate 

Southlands with an attention to detail 

normally reserved for interiors. 

How did Tom come up with the idea 

for The Jewel Box Ga rden after the 

amazing success of Shocking Beauty 

(published in 2000)? 

“I actually didn’t think I could top it,” 

he confides. “But that book reflects 

where I was then—in 1998 and 

1999 when I was writing 

Shocking Beauty. It was all 

about being bold, having gusto 

and being tropical.” 

Fast-forward a few years as Tom 

dreamed about a new book. “I loved 

Shocking Beauty and I loved going on 

the road and inspiring crowds. But I had 

to feel my next project and it took four 

years to percolate.” 

The concept of a “jewel box” filled 

with precious plants rather than 

precious gems took hold. Tom commis¬ 

sioned Seattle photographer David 

McDonald to visit gardens around the 

country documenting the ideas he 

wanted to share in the new book. 

The Jewel Box Garden reflects Tom’s 

journey as a plantsman: “The longer you 

garden, you raise your own bar. Pretty 

soon, you don’t want a run-of-the-mill 

hellebore, you want a double or a 

picotee one. Or, you discover that 

columbine is better than the one you 

have, so you dig it up and plant the 

new one.” 

These superior plant treasures soon 

fill the garden, creating a jewel box 

effect, he says. You know you’ve 

become a jewel box gardener when 

you’re increasingly selective. “You 

become a Plant Shark, circling the plant 

tables, looking for treasures,” Tom 

chuckles. “It’s a feeding frenzy and we 

love the hunt.” 

Enter Thomas Hobbs’s world when 

you open the purple-covered 175-page 

book, filled with 160 luscious color 

photographs. Each of the delightfully 

penned chapters is an inspiring essay 

expressing Tom’s jeweled ideas about 

gardening. The chapter titles offer a hint! 

at what’s inside: ‘Gilding the Lily,’ 

‘Thinking like a Plant,’ ‘Boogie Oogie 

Oogie,’ and, of course, ‘It’s All About 

Me’ are some of Tom’s choice themes. 

“I want the book to be like a box of 

chocolates,” he suggests. “You can open 

it anywhere and have a little snack, a 

little yum-yum.” 

Delicious to think about. Satisfying to 

read. A sweet indulgence. 

Copies of The Jeivel Box Garden are 

available for purchase at the NHS book 

table. Thomas Hobbs will sign your 

copy following his lecture. Q 

DON’T MISS OUT! 

Last summer, NHS members enjoyed a day tour to Vancouver, BC gardens 

and nurseries, including Thomas Hobbs’ private residence. This year, don’t 

miss NHS tours to Bainbridge Island (July 14) and San Francisco (September 

17, 18 and 19). For more information, see the bulletin board on page 15 or 

email nwhort@aol.com. 

Editor’s Note: Thomas Hobbs’ lecture 

for NHS is sold out, but you can also 

hear h im speak for the Snohom ish 

Garden Club at 7:00 p.m. on April 12 

at the Snohomish High School 

Performing Arts Center. For details, 

call (360) 563-2774 or email 

rebeccaloveless@hotmail.com. 
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'acrcferi NOTES 

A FRESH LOOK AT NATIVE PLANTS 
Susan Cruver 

P? 
1 

» 

The popularity of Northwest native 

plants blossomed again last year thanks 

to a sunny, dry summer. But although 

many natives flourish in conditions that 

cause other flora to swoon, these plants 

are not for everyone. If every plant in 

your garden must be showier than the 

next, the subtle beauty of natives will 

lack appeal. For those who enjoy the 

surprise of spotting stunning but less 

flashy garden denizens, natives may be 

perfect. 

If you, like me, are a sometimes 

inattentive gardener, appeal increases. 

With the exception of species requiring 

year-round wetland conditions, most are 

happy with wet winters and diy 

summers. A lazy gardener, the care my 

plants receive borders on abuse. 

owever, most natives do require 

'attention during the first year. Organic 

matter, especially compost derived from 

native tree debris, allows growth of the 

particular microbes to which these plants 

are accustomed, tricking them into 

believing they are still at home. 

Remember: Although it is certainly 

possible to be too nice to native, and as 

in human relationships, niceness is not 

always rewarded. In summary, be lazy 

without being completely careless. 

If you have poor drainage and crave 

flowering fruit trees, try Malus fusca, the 

Pacific crabapple. This shrubby tree 

reaches upwards of forty feet, loves wet 

soil, is salt tolerant and perfectly happy 

in dry August soil. Flowers are slightly 

smaller versions of domestic apple 

blossoms. Small, attractive, yellowish-red 

crabapples, edible but tart, appear in fall 

and will be present into winter if 

wildlife cooperates. Place it in sun to 

rt shade, with best fall color obtained 

in sunnier sites. 

Native evergreen g rou ndcover Oxa 1 is oregana 

Evergreen huckleberry (Vaccinium 

ovatwri) is graced with small, shiny dark 

green leaves, finely serrated and 

highlighted with dark red. Leaves are 

redder in winter, and new leaves may be 

vividly red. This shrub will grow almost 

anywhere drainage is decent. In sun, it is 

small and compact, 3 feet by 3 feet. 

Tidier gardeners might reach for their 

topiary shears, as this native is unusually 

well suited for such pruning. In spring, 

small pink buds open into pinkish white 

bells. Berries form as summer 

progresses, ripening in August. Birds and 

other wildlife (along with both of the 

Samoyeds we’ve owned) love them and 

harvest berries well into winter. I find a 

lingonberry rake useful for harvesting. 

V. ovatum is rangier in the shade, appear¬ 

ing much like unpained Japanese holly. 

Observing red huckleberry through 

all four seasons might tempt even those 

who love only evergreens to try 

deciduous natives. Deciduous huckle¬ 

berry (Vaccinium parvifolium) may look 

its best in winter when graceful 

zigzagging branches are fully visible. Red 

leaf and flower bucls tease humming¬ 

birds each spring, providing nothing 

until the small pink bellflowers open. 

Meanwhile, vivid, grass-green leaves 

with red margins come forth, wowing us 

until the quarter-inch scarlet berries 

appear. Tart but flavorful, they make 

great preserves. Fall color is subtly 

awesome. 

Maritime Northwest natural areas 

abound with dozens of great ground- 

covers, with Oregon wood sorrel (Oxalis 

oregana) being one of the best. For me, 

it is a well-behaved and charming 

evergreen groundcover. Others call it 

invasive. Again, tough love may prevail. 

Native to moist woodlands, O. oregana 

is fairly drought tolerant, screaming for 

water by closing its clover leaves like a 

cold rhododendron. Lovely pinkish- 

white single flowers with 5 petals are 

held on stalks above the 2-inch foliage, 

blooming off and on from spring to fall. 

Vancouveria planipetala, a species of 

inside-out flower, is the glamorous 

Hollywood star to the wood sorrel’s 

ingenue. Also evergreen, this close 

relative to epimediums has glossy, 

vividly grass green leaves shaped like 

miniature home plates, becoming a 

deeper, glossy dark green with age. It 

flowers in late spring to early summer, 

sending stalks above the low foliage, 

each sporting several unusual, tiny 

flowers. Reminiscent of a dog with its 

head out a car window, the petals are 

flung back like ears, leading with a nose 

of stamens and pistil. This Vancouveria is 

extremely drought tolerant and, unfortu¬ 

nately, difficult to find. Discovering 

rhizomes for sale at this year’s Northwest 

Flower and Garden Show felt like 

winning the lottery. 

For reputable native plant nurseries, 

access the Washington Native Plant 

Society website (www.wnps.org). Then, 

on the hottest summer days, join me 

sipping margaritas on the deck rather than 

fretting over temperamental divas! 

NHS member Susan Cruver owns 

Tsunami Landscape Design, a native 

plant nursery and landscape design 

business in Olalla, Washington. She is 

also a Native Plant Steward. 
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CONGRATULATIONS DON MARSHALL! 
Melody Hooper. 

More than 600 students have passed 

through Don Marshall’s Environmental 

Horticulture Program at Lake Washington 

Technical College and this summer these 

students will return to their Kirkland 

alma mater to celebrate Don’s 25th year 

of leading the program. 

Don’s horticultural career began at 

the early age of five when he decided to 

become a landscaper. At six years of age 

he was taking his own cuttings, and by 

the time he was in junior high, he was 

running a landscaping business. A move 

to Seattle interrupted his college 

education, but he soon completed his 

education at WSU, earning a double 

major in horticulture and education. 

After the required student-teaching stint, 

Don declared, “I will never teach again!” 

Then, over dinner with friends, Don 

heard that Lake Washington Technical 

College (LWTC) was looking for an 

instructor to start their horticultural 

program. He announced to everyone, “I 

could do that.” Clearly, he can. 

Instruction begins at 7 a.m., and in a 

typical day Don’s students might sharpen 

a pair of Felco pruners; note the differ¬ 

ences between Stewartia pseudocamellia 

and S. monade/pha- and learn strategies 

for turning a sticky clay soil into 

something plants will love. Don blends 

lecture time with hands-on experiences, 

so that, as one student put it, “you never 

feel like you can’t sit there anymore.” 

Outside the classroom, students weed, 

prune and work in the greenhouses. 

Many gardeners are long-time fans of 

the program’s spring plant sale, held each 

year in April. Begun by Don to raise 

funds for operating expenses, it has 

evolved into a much-anticipated 

community affair. For over two decades, 

shoppers armed with spring fever and 

large totes converge on the campus to 

HELP DON CELEBRATE 
INFORMAL PICNIC 

Date: Saturday, June 26th 

Time: 2:00 PM-5 PM 

Location: Lake Washington Technical 

College Arboretum and Greenhouses 

FUNDRAISING DINNER 

Date: Saturday, June 26th 

Time: 6:00 pm 

Location: Lake Washington Technical 

College Main Campus Building 

Speaker: Ann Lovejoy, Price TBA 

For more details, please contact 

Linelle Russ at (425) 739-8424. 

buy seasonal flower baskets and top 

quality annuals at bargain prices. The sale 

provides valuable greenhouse and nursery 

experience for students. “From tearing 

open the seed packets to selling to 

customers, we do it all, “ one explained. 

For the fourteenth consecutive year, 

Don’s students participated in the 

Northwest Flower & Garden Show in 

Seattle. Early in the show years, they 

worked on their own display with 

Territorial Seeds, even winning the 

coveted People’s Choice Award. It was 

tempting to continue on this high-profile 

track, but Don decided his students 

should not compete with others in the 

industry. He developed a plan to 

support the show’s designers, especially 

those working on shoestring budgets. 

This year, Don’s students assisted with 

fourteen different display gardens by 

forcing plants in their campus 

€ 

greenhouse and working with designers 

to install the displays. 

What is it like to teach the same 

subject for twenty-five years? Don 

compared it to designing the 10' xlO1 

educational booth they do for the F&G 

show. “Every year we have the same 

space and I wonder what we are going 

to do with it,” he explained, “and every 

year the class comes up with different 

ideas that get better and better!” The 

temperament of each class is different, 

and so each class year is unique. 

Besides passing on his vast 

knowledge of horticulture and helping 

students develop the skills they need to 

begin their own businesses or land jobs 

in the industry, Don models character 

traits that lead to success. Tina Dixon, 

NHS member and owner of Plants a la 

Cart, says, “Without my experience at 

LWTC, I would not be where I am 

today. Doors were opened to me that I 

didn’t know existed and with Don’s 

quality instruction and passion for 

excellence, I graduated ready to dig in.” 

The program has continued to grow, 

doubling enrollment in recent years. The 

college added a new instructor to reduce 

the waiting time for those wishing to 

enter the program, but students are 

crowded into twenty-year-old portables. 

The program is desperate for up-to-date 

facilities to house its many students. 

It’s no surprise that after twenty-five 

years, Don’s many fans want to return to 

LWTC to show their support for him and 

help raise seed money for the new 

building. On June 26, organizers plan an 

informal celebration picnic to honor 

Don, followed by a fundraising dinner 

featuring speaker Ann Lovejoy. Past 

students, industry professionals and 

people touched by Don’s involvement 

their lives are invited to join in. S 
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Fall Symposium Preview: 
^ Tracy DiSabato-Aust 

The author of Timber Books’ all-time 

bestseller, The Well-Tended Perennial 

Garden (Timber Press), Tracy DiSabato- 

Aust will discuss methods of pruning and 

shaping perennials, producing more 

flowers, lush new growth, discouraging 

pests, staggering bloom times and 

maintaining vigorous health in the perennial border. 

With a B.S. in horticulture and education and a M.S. in 

horticulture, DiSabato-Aust is no stranger to the world of 

gardening. Lest you think her experience is entirely 

academic, she is also the owner of Horticultural Classics and 

Consultations, a garden design, installation, and maintenance 

company in Ohio. Her fifteen years of design experience 

combined with her educational and horticultural experience, 

promise to make for an excellent symposium. 

Date: September 25 

Time: 8:30-11:30 a.m. 

Location: Museum of History and Industry 

Fee: $35 members, $45 non-members 

Reservations: (206) 527-1794 or nwhort@aol.com 

Check out our newly designed 
web site coming in April! 

Want to get involved in the NHS web site design and 

development? Email editor@noithwesthort.org. 

Garden Conservancy Hosts 
Portland Garden Open 

NHS member Tanya DeMarsh-Dodson is coordinating a 

tour of the Garden Conservancy’s Portland gardens on 

Sunday, June 6 and Monday, June 7. “We will visit Jane 

Platt’s garden and three others on Sunday,” explains Tanya, 

noting that, “we will likely have a tour of Lady McDonald’s 

garden and Bishop’s Close on Monday and visit a nursery or 

two on the way home.” The cost of the tour is approxi¬ 

mately $200, which includes accommodations at the Mallory 

Hotel; a private buffet dinner in the hotel’s Crystal Room; a 

ight breakfast; bagged lunch; garden tours; the bus; and all 

s. For more information, please contact Tanya at (425) 

745-1419 or tddodson@worldnet.att.net 

%*i 

Mark your calendar now for these 
upcoming garden tours! 

The Bainbridge Island Garden Tour, July 14 from 10 

a.m. to 4 p.m., features private homes, public gardens and 

exquisite specialty nurseries—not to mention great food and 

company. See the 2004 Spring & Summer Classes insert for 

details on the Bainbridge Tour. 

The San Francisco Garden Tour has been rescheduled to 

September 17, 18 and 19. If you haven’t been to the Bay Area 

in a while, now is the time! Committee members Gillian 

Matthews, Theresa Malmanger and Polly Hankin have been 

scouting ahead for the best garden spots in San Francisco. 

More information about the San Francisco Tour will be 

available at www.northwesthort.org in mid April. Email 

nwhort@aol.com or call (206) 527-1794 to reserve space on 

the tour. US 

Garden tours: New plants, new places! 



PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Is it just me or is spring here early? I love my garden now. Everything looks so fresh. 

Later, all of my mistakes will be in full view and I’ll start moving everybody. It never 

seems to help, all this moving, because I am never satisfied with the end result. Why 

does everyone else’s garden always make me frustrated with my own? But right now it’s 

the best. 

Early spring in my garden is the time of “dead mice.” I have a large, deciduous 

magnolia tree and when it starts to bloom all the outer protective petals fall. They are 

gray and furry, reminding me of mice. This spring I have just discovered a hummingbird 

nest in the magnolia which I can watch out the window when I am on the computer. 

Today has been very windy and wet and I have watched this little fellow take a wild ride 

firmly tucked down in his nest. It has been a real treat to be able to watch him. 

Spring also spells auction! NHS committed to raise $200,000 to refurnish the Miller 

Library and with this final push I know we will do it. We only have about $39,000 left to 

go. Hopefully we’ll raise lots more and of course everything will go to the library. I think 

it will be the best auction ever! One of this year’s features is round tables so auction- 

goers can sit with friends. Another change is putting some of the silent auctions in a 

heated, lit tent just to the north of NHS Hall for increased space. This may be the last 

auction for awhile, and we want to make it the best ever, so if you haven’t come before 

now is your chance. I hope there are a lot of new faces at this auction. 

One last thing: I want to thank everyone who has worked so hard to make this 

auction and all the auctions a great success. There is no magic wand when it comes to 

doing these. Those involved have worked very hard to make each auction the best it 

could be. To each of you, thank you. 

Pat Riehl, President 
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SAVE THE DATES 

NEW BEGINNINGS, 
EXPLORATION DISCOVERY 

NINTH ANNUAL GARDEN AUCTION 

Sunday, May 2, 4-8:00 

In 2002 NHS set a goal to raise the $200,000 necessary 

to refurnish the Miller Library destroyed by eco-terrorists 

in May 2001. To date we have raised $155,000, and with a 

successful auction this year we should be able to raise the 

last $45,000. 

Rose Peck, the 2004 auction chair, promises some fun 

and exciting changes to this year’s auction. There will be 

tables for visiting with friends and bidding rivals; extraor¬ 

dinary auction items like the first hepatica collection from 

the Miller Botanical Garden and an homage to Nancy r'avidson Short’s fern table; and scrumptious hors 

’ouevres provided by caterers, Tuxedos ’n Tennis Shoes. 

: 

ANNUAL FALL PLANT SALE 
Friday, September 10, 1-6:30 

Saturday, September 11, 9-2:00 

Busy gardeners know that if you want one-stop shopping 

for your fall planting, the September NHS plant sale is a 

must-save date on the garden calendar. With over thirty- 

five specialty nursery growers, warm soils, and fall rains 

on the way, how could it be missed? The selection and 

horticultural expertise make this one of the premier 

plant sales in the Northwest, if not the country. 

SYMPOSIUM 

CULTIVATING THE WELL-DESIGNED 
MIXED BORDER 

Tracy DiSabato-Aust 
Saturday, September 25, 8:30-11:30 

DiSabato-Aust is best known for her book The Well- 

Tended Perennial Garden (Timber Press), perhaps the 

most essential reference for perennial gardeners. Its 

popularity—selling over 100,000 copies, the most of any 

Timber Press publications—is sure to bode well for 

DiSabato-Aust’s newest endeavor, The Well-Designed 

Mixed Garden (Timber Press). 

With a B.S. in horticulture and education and a M.S. in 

horticulture, DiSabato-Aust is no stranger to the world of 

horticulture. Lest you think her experience is entirely 

academic, she is also the owner of Horticultural Classics 

and Consultations, a garden design, installation, and 

maintenance company in Ohio. Her fifteen years of 

design experience combined with her educational and 

horticultural experience, promise to make for an 

excellent symposium. 

The two seventy-five minute lectures will include 

methods of pruning and shaping perennials, how to 

produce more flowers and lush new growth, how to 

discourage pests, and how to stagger bloom times and 

maintain vigorous health in the perennial garden. 
mi 
fesrl 

Patrons Donations received before December 18, 2003—additional 
donations will be acknowledged in the Spring Garden Notes. 

HOORAH 

FOR THE PATRONS 

Funds for NHS activities come from 

several sources: membership dues, plant 

sale proceeds, and educational fees. But 

were it not for one important source, 

the patrons’ donations, we would miss out 

'U the many motivating, inspiring, 

nd knowledgeable horticulturists and 

designers that swing through the 

Northwest from all parts of the globe. 

Thank you to those that answer the call 

for donations to our lecture series. 

Nancy Alvord Mrs. Phil Duryee Julie Lawrence Ravenna Gardens 

Alison S. Andrews Dominique Emerson Dorothy Lennard Pat Riehl 

Barbara Asmervig Kirsten Fitzgerald Sue & John Lewicki JoAnne Rosen 

Karen Babbitt Kathy Fries Theresa Malmanger Nita Jo Rountree 

Douglas Bayley Greg Graves Hans Mandt Liz and Scot Sanborn 

Charlotte L. Behnke Mrs. Joshua Green III Judy Massong Richie Steffen 

Suzette & Jim Birrell Richard W. Hartlage Gillian Mathews Philip & Susan Stoller 

Susan Bogert Nancy Heckler McCoinb Road Nursery Joanne Titus Thompson 

Virginia Brewer Deborah Heg Ann Neel Nancy Utter 

Robyn Cannon Barbara D. Himmelman Catherine H. Parker Ralene Walls 

Barbara S. Carman Jocelyn C. Horder Chitra Parpia Linda Waltie 

Michael J. & Gail Coie Darlene & Rose Peck Joanne L. White 

Susan Cruver Dan Huntington Maryann & Madeleine Wilde 

Connie Cummings Otis D. Hyde Charles Pember Shirley Wilson 

Tanya Demarsh-Dodson Ilga Jansons & Dinny Poison Glenn Withey & 

Tina Dixon Michael Dryfoos Ed Poquette Charles Price 

Phyllis Dukes Jean P. Koskie Debra Prinzing John A. Wott PhD 

Anita Dunn Karin Kravitz Joanne Quinn Glen B. Youell 



DATE, DAY & TIME 

NHS CALENDAR 
EVENT NAME FEATURED SPEAKER TYPE OF EVENT 

January 14 (Wed) 
6:45 p.m. Reception 
7:15 p.m. Lecture 

The Garden As Art Keeyla Meadows Slides & Lecture 

February 25 (Wed) 
6:45 p.m. Reception 
7:15 p.m. Lecture 

The Art of Planting 
Design: Some Personal 
Impressions, Reflections 
and Revelations 

Richard Hartlage Slides & Lecture 

March 10 (Wed) 
6:45 p.m. Reception 
7:15 p.m. Lecture 

Shade Gardening with 
New Perennials 

Dan Heims Slides & Lecture 

April 14 (Wed) 
6:45 p.m. Reception 
7:15 p.m. Lecture 

More Coals for Newcastle: 
Continuing Introductions 
of New Plants for North 
American Gardens 

Todd Lasseigne Slides & Lecture 

May 2 (Sun) 
4:00-8:00 New Beginnings, Exploration & Developmet 

May 12 (Wed) 
6:45 p.m. Reception 
7:15 p.m. Lecture 

Art, Nature and 
Landscape Character 

Patrick Chasse Slides & Lecture 

J 
June 4 (Fri) 
1:00-6:30 
June 5 (Sat) 
10:00-2:00 

Hardy Fern Foundatii 

June 9 (Wed) 
6:45 p.m. Reception 
7:15 p.m. Lecture 

Event Planning & 
Floral Design: 
An Art Form 

Renny Reynolds Slides & Lecture 

September 10 (Fri) 
1:00-6:30 
September 11 (Sat) 
9:00-2:00 

NHS ANNUi 

September 25 
(Saturday) 
8:30-11:30 a.m. 

FALL SYMPOSIUM: 
Cultivating the Well- 
Designed Mixed Border 

Tracy DiSabato-Aust Fall Symposium: 
Two 75-minute lectu 
with Slides and Q &. 

October 13 (Wed) 
6:45 p.m. Reception 
7:15 p.m. Lecture 

Hellebores for the 
NW Garden 

John Massey Slides & Lecture 

November 10 (Wed) 
6:45 p.m. Reception 
7:15 p.m. Lecture 

The Garden in 
Autumn & Winter 

Jim Fox Slides & Lecture 

Elisabeth C. Miller Library will be open from 5: 
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NORTHWEST HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY ~ WINTER 2004 

2004 WINTER-SPRING CLASSES 
Watch our website for upcoming classes and events: www.northwesthort.org 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 6:00 P.M. - 8:00 P.M. 

OUTDOOR LIGHTING WITH 
GAIL AND RUSS HA1RE 

Learn how to brighten your winter evenings and create dramatic 

lighting effects in your garden year-round. Lighting specialists will 

discuss and demonstrate the different low-voltage outdoor lighting 

fixtures and their uses. You will also have an opportunity to see 

the lighting effects the Pembers have used in their courtyard 

garden in Medina. 

Location: Pember Garden, Medina 

Members: $25-00 / Non-members: $35-00 / Limit: 15 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 12:30 P.M. - 2:30 P.M. 

COMPOST TEA WITH 
ALISON KUTZ-TROUTMAN 8. ROBERTA DILLON 

Back by popular demand! 

Comments about last year’s class from MoUie Groendyke: 

Alison Kutz-Troutman’s presentation was a passionate and well- 

informed discussion of the ‘what and how-to' of compost tea. Her 

background and experience with using the teas for enhancing soil 

and plant health in her greenhouse operation give her insights into 

|the many ways this tool can be used. We learned about compost 

'quality, what makes a good compost tea, and we also cemented 

our reasoning for eliminating pesticides from the garden. From 

beneficial insects to safe garden amendments, she can cover the 

bases! After making my own tea, with Alison coaching me along 

the way, I was able to see immediate results in my own garden. 

The plants were bigger and healthier, without the addition of any 

fertilizers. 

Location: Pember Garden, Medina 

Members: $25-00 / Non-members: $35-00 / Limit: 15 

All proceeds from classes given in the Elisabeth C. Miller Botanical 

Garden benefit NHS and not the Miller Garden. 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 10, 10:00 A.M. - 12:00 P.M. 

BULBS, BULBS, BULBS IN THE SPRING GARDEN 
_WITH KATHY FRIES BOB LILLY_ 

Join Kathy Fries in her woodland garden with Bob Lilly, and learn 

about gardening under trees and on the waterfront. Kathy will tell 

you how they planned and developed a wonderful display of 

spring bulbs in this whimsical woodland garden. Kathy and Bob 

will discuss the plan of the natural beach garden they have 

designed on Lake Washington. You will have an opportunity to see 

the thousands of daffodils she has planted and plenty of time after 

class to explore the one and a half acre garden featuring a unique 

garden shed/chicken coop and a twenty foot tall tower 

overlooking the formal knot garden. 

Location: Fries Garden, Kirkland 

Members: $25-00 / Non-members: $35-00 / Limit: 12 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 17, 10:00 A.M. - 12:00 P.M. 

GROWING HEPATICAS WITH RICHIE STEFFEN 

Join Richie Steffen, Coordinator of Horticulture at the Elisabeth C. 

Miller Botanical Garden, as he talks about their fantastic hepatica 

collection. Hepaticas are hot! This is the largest collection of these 

charming plants in the country. Come see and learn about growing 

and caring for these addictive little plants! 

Location: Miller Botanical Garden/Shoreline 

Members: $25-00 / Non-members: $35-00 / Limit: 15 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 7, 10:00 A.M. - 12:00 P.M. 

SPRING EPHEMERALS WITH GREG GRAVES 

Greg Graves, Head Gardener for the Elisabeth C. Miller Botanical 

Garden, will tour you through a spring wonderland. Learn how he 

uses bulbs, primroses, anemones, and much more to create a 

spectacular spring display. 

Location: Miller Botanical Garden/Shoreline 

Members: $25-00 / Non-members: $35-00 / Limit: 15 

Non-member 

Reservations Necessary: Call (206) 527-1794 or email nwhort@aol.com 

Please register me for the following classes: 

Member 

Outdoor Lighting 2/3 _ 

Compost Tea 2/17 _ 

Woodland Bulbs 3/10 _ 

Hepaticas 3/17 _ 

Spring Ephemerals 4/7 _ 

Method of payment: 

□ Visa □ MasterCard $ 

Account # _ 

Expiration Date 

Signature:_ 

/ 

Jame 

Phone: 

E-mail: 

Address 

Mail to: 

Northwest Horticultural Society 

PO Box 4597, Rolling Bay, WA 98061-4597 

City State Zip 





If EVENTS 2004 
i MEMBER / 
( RIPTION NON LOCATION 

based artist and award-winning garden designer Keeyla Meadows will illustrate 
w she combines color, ornamentation, movement, and plants in the artful 
rden. She is the author of Making Gardens Works of Art. 

$5/$10 NHS Hall 
Center for Urban Horticulture 
3501 NE 4lst, Seattle 

IS’s own past-president Richard Hartlage is a noted horticulturist, 
otographer, author, and garden designer. Now a principle of Dietz-Hartlage 
(idscape Architecture, Richard will share a highly personal talk about designing 
rdens with plants he loves. 

$5/$10 NHS Hall 
Center for Urban Horticulture 
3501 NE 4lst, Seattle 

town for his fabulous perennial introductions, Dan Heims of Oregon’s Terra 
va Nursery will discuss methods of dealing with different types of shade— 
well as solving the problems of root rot and light competition. He’ll share 
rgeous plant combinations and treat us to an overview of new plants. 

$5/$10 NHS Hall 
Center for Urban Horticulture 
3501 NE 4lst, Seattle 

sistant director of the J.C. Raulston Arboretum at N.C. State University in Raleigh, 
C., Todd Lasseigne is passionately involved in the development of a world-class 
idscape featuring ornamental plants for the Southern garden. He will discuss 
ints originating from worldwide sources as they are evaluated at the arboretum. 

$5/$10 NHS Hall 
Center for Urban Horticulture 
3501 NE 4lst, Seattle 

NNUAL GARDEN AUCTION 
$65 
RESERVATIONS 

REQUIRED 

Center for Urban Horticulture 
3501 NE 41st, Seattle 

trick Chasse, a Maine-born landscape architect who lectures at Harvard 
liversity and the New York Botanical Garden, will help us analyze regional 

j idscape character, encouraging us to find the best ways to compatibly integrate 
M^igned landscapes with our local landscape environment. He is one of 
HBernational designers profiled in Page Dickey’s book, Breaking Ground. 

$5/$10 NHS Hall 
Center for Urban Horticulture 
3501 NE 4lst, Seattle 

NNUAL FERN FESTIVAL 
FREE Center for Urban Horticulture 

3501 NE 4lst, Seattle 

ithor of The Art of the Party: Design Ideas for Successful Entertaining, Renny 
ynolds is a popular New York floral designer who has designed more than 2,500 
ents for the who's who of America. Learn how to achieve the truly glamorous! 

$5/$10 NHS Hall 
Center for Urban Horticulture 
3501 NE 4lst, Seattle 

ALL PLANT SALE 
FREE Center for Urban Horticulture 

3501 NE 4lst, Seattle 

te author of Timber Books’ all-time bestseller, The Well-Tended Perennial 
irden, Tracy DiSabato-Aust will discuss methods of pruning and shaping 
:rennials, producing more flowers, lush new growth, discouraging pests, 
iggering bloom times and maintaining vigorous health in the perennial border. 

$35/$45 
RESERVATIONS 

REQUIRED 

Museum of History 
& Industry 
2700-24th East, Seattle 

anticipation of hellebore season, John Massey of UK’s Ashwood Nurseries will 
light us with his insights about cultivating, growing, and designing with 
llebores. He brings a wealth of experience and ardor for the genus HeUehorus 
id the popular Ashwood Garden Hybrids. 

$5/$10 NHS Hall 
Center for Urban Horticulture 
3501 NE 4lst, Seattle 

u Fox is a plantsman and inquisitive gardener whose knowledge of cold-season 
rdening is rooted in his Alaska upbringing. He works at Wells Medina Nursery 
id is the Northwest Flower & Garden Show’s seminar coordinator. Hear how he 
)w makes the most of autumn and winter gardening—and see these seasons 
ith a different perspective. 

# 

$5/$10 NHS Hall 
Center for Urban Horticulture 
3501 NE 4lst, Seattle 

- 7:15 PM BEFORE THE WEDNESDAY EVENING LECTURES. 
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Membership Benefits 

I Three FREE lectures in the Wednesday Evening Series 

■ Discount rates on all symposiums, classes and tours 

■ Garden Notes newsletter 

■ Discount on Pacific Horticulture 

■ Exciting Volunteer Opportunities 

Come to Our Committee Meetings 

All members are invited to attend our committee meetings. 

We would* like to get to know you and hear your ideas. 

Come to our January meetings and watch for upcoming 

committee meeting dates on our website! 

Northwest Flower & Garden Show 
Help Design & Build New Booth 

We are looking for volunteers to help design and install a 

new light weight booth for our exciting new location at the 

show. This year NHS will be featured prominently in a new 

location: top of the escalators on the sixth floor of the 

convention center. We are hoping to use some of the fun 

elements of our old hand-hewn cedar booth in new and 

creative ways. 

There are plenty of other ways to be involved both with 

NHS and the show activities. You can volunteer for setup, 

teardown, or staffing the booth, which involves answering 

attendee’s questions about NHS and our activities and signing 

up new members. 

Contact: Kirsten Fitzgerald at 206 855-1916 or 

kfering@aol.com 

■ Plant Sale Committee 

January 5 7:00 pm 

Home of Joanne Quinn 

1817 Fourth Ave. N. 

206 285-5045 

jtquinn@hotmail.com 

■ Auction Committee 

January 13 6:30 pm 

Peck Building Suite 200 

701 N 36th St (corner of 36th 

& Fremont Ave) 

206-940-9960 

r. peck@ comast. net 

Auction Donations 

We welcome donations from members for our May auction. 

Help finish raising the funds to furnish the Miller Library!!! 

Special Wish: Air miles to complete trip packages 

Please contact Rose Peck at 206-940-9960 or 

r.peck@comcast.net 

■■■ msummsmsm 
San Francisco Garden Tour 

GET INVOLVED! 

From the plant sale to the auction, NHS is looking to 

incorporate new faces into our programs. 

\ 

Planning is well underway for a 2004 spring tour of 

gardens in the San Francisco area, March 18th through March 

21st. The tour will start in San Francisco and will include 

a visit to the San Francisco Flower & Garden Show. 

Approximate cost of the tour is $450 not including your 

airfare (you will need to book your own transportation to 

San Francisco). 

For more information, please call 206-527-1794, or email 

nwhort@aol.com. 

NHS 

■ Auction: 

■ Plant Sale: 

206-527-1794 

Rose Peck 

Joanne Quinn 

=4 
y 

I Education: Greg Graves 

206-940-9960 

206-285-5045 

206-524-7518 

Classes: Maryann Pember 425-454-6838 

Lectures: Barbara Asmervig 206-523-4392 

Symposiums: Hans Mandt 

Tours: Gillian Mathews 

206-524-7518 

205-325-7927 

nwhort@aol.com 

r.peck@comcast.net 

jtquinn 

@hotmail.com 

greg 

@millergarden.org 

bjasmervig 

@msn.com 

hans.mandt 

@boeing.com 

ravennagard 

@earthlink.net 

H 
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ipi & 
Hellebores Aplenty 

Both Heronswood Nursery and the Northwest Perennial Alliance will feature hellebores in upcoming events. 

Heronswood Nursery will host its infamous Hellebore Open, now spread over two days: Friday and Saturday, February 13 and 

14 from 9 30 a m to 3 30 p m Admission is $7.50, with all proceeds benefiting the Elisabeth C. Miller Library. The nursery 

will be open for plant sales and the winter gardens will be open. Dan Hinkley will lecture and answer questions on both days. See 

www.heronswood.com or call (360) 297-4172 for more information. 

The NPA Hellebore Open House and Plant Sale is scheduled for Sunday, March 7, from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the Bellevue 

Botanical Garden. Hellebores will be on display and available for purchase. For more information, please contact Bob Lilly at 

206/324-0179. H 


